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SEMSA Calendar 
 
2018 dates 

March 9, 4pm-6pm: group lessons at RCC 

March 10, 10am-6pm: SAM graduation at  

        Bethel University in Arden Hills, MN 

March 23, 7pm: Young Musicians Recital at UUC 

April 13, 4pm-6pm: group lessons at RCC 

April 14, 3:45-10:30:  SEMSA Spring Outing via motor  

         coach for Twin Cities Dinner and Music Program 

May 5 times TBD: Ensemble Recital at UUC 

May 11, 4pm-6pm: group lessons at RCC 

October 26-27:  Gasshuku 2018 

 

RCC is:  Rochester Covenant Church 

 4950 31st Ave NW in Rochester 

UUC is: Unitarian Universalist Church 

 1727 Walden Lane SW in Rochester 

CC is:   Congregational Church 

 974 Skyline Drive in Rochester 

SAM is: Suzuki Association of Minnesota 

 

 

SEMSA Board President Letter 
 

Over the years, I have heard Suzuki parents complain 

about the demands on their time, in particular, the 

expectation that we be involved in our child's home 

practice. Sadly, I've even known a few who've quit 

because of the expectations. We have chores to do, 

after all, other children to care for, take-home work, 

and assorted demands on our time. I get it.  

Over the past eight years, I've sat in a chair next to 

my son, and watched him practice at the piano most 

nights of the week. From time to time, we've had to 

negotiate, and I've had to demand compliance on 

more than one occasion, but most of the time, 

because it was expected, our practice was just 

routine. My son is older now, and he can practice on 

his own while I do the dishes or fold laundry and 

listen from across the house, but I still try to sit 

down when he practices as often as I can. It shows 

that I care, and I think he appreciates it. 

As my son's piano teacher, Barbara Bartleson, winds 

down her studio, I find myself waxing sentimental. 

I've sat in the same armchair, night after night, year 

after year, correcting, and praising, and listening. 

From this perch, I am acutely aware of his growth at 

that piano. Sometimes, when I watch my awkward 

teenager, long and thin, sitting straight at the piano 

with his hands perfectly poised over the keyboard, I 

imagine him at six-years-old--his tiny fingers picking 

through his early repertoire, his little feet propped 

up on a stepstool that we'd placed in front of the 

pedals to keep his fidgety legs still. It puts things in 

perspective. 

In five short years, my son will graduate from high 

school. This time we have with our children is 

fleeting. I don't regret a single minute of time spent 

watching him play. I hope you find similar joy in 

being the Suzuki parent. 

 

Tim O'Neill 

SEMSA Board President 
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Registration Deadline is March 9 – there’s still time! 

(Registration form attached) 
 

SEMSA Spring Family Outing  -  Saturday, April 14, 2018 

Keigwin and Company Celebrate Bernstein 
Carlson Family Stage at Northrop Auditorium 

Featuring the University of Minnesota Symphony Orchestra 
 
ABOUT THE TRIP: 
SEMSA families are invited to travel by motor coach to Minneapolis on Saturday, April 14, 2018.  We 
will leave Rochester at 3:45, arrive for dinner at the Old Spaghetti Factory about 5:30 and then 
travel to Northrop Auditorium for the 7:30 program.  We return to Rochester about 10:30pm. 
 
ABOUT THE PROGRAM: 
The University Orchestra takes center stage under the direction of Mark Russell Smith and treats us 
to Bernstein’s quintessential melodies.  The evening showcases the choreographer Larry Keigwin’s 
refreshing vision of dance - a blend of Broadway and club styles with wit, heart and theatrical flair.  
With music and movement on stage together, this delightful program pays tribute to Bernstein’s 
impact on American dance and culture. 
 
Ticket prices, including transportation, dinner and the performance are as follows: 
Adult :     $45.00 
Student age 12 and under:  $30.00 
Student age 13 and over:  $37.50 
Reservations and payment must be made by March 9, 2018. 
Reservations will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. 
Reserve early so your whole family can come along! 
 

More information will be coming soon. 
Questions:  Contact Barbara Bartleson (bwbartleson@gmail.com)  

or your SEMSA teacher 
 

Your trip is subsidized by your SEMSA membership. 
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Suzuki Summer Camps (Dave Hubka, application form attached)  
 

Various members of our family have gone in different years to Suzuki Summer Camps at Stevens Point, WI, Beaver 

Creek, CO, and Ann Arbor, MI.  They have all been outstanding, and are well recommended.  We found the one is 

Stevens Point, WI, was by far the closest and most convenient to go to from Rochester. 

 

The definitive listing of these camps is at https://suzukiassociation.org/events/institutes/ 

 

The one in Stevens Point is described at https://suzukiassociation.org/events/loc/american-suzuki-institute/ 

 

To encourage SEMSA member families to attend a Suzuki Summer Camp, there is a $100 scholarship available for 

each member family when they have attended their first camp.  Read on … 

 

Georgia Daniels' Scholarship Information -- Applications are due each year by June 1st. 

Suzuki Institutes are like a week-long Gasshuku! Those who have attended SEMSA’s Gasshuku workshop in the 

past can tell you how much fun they are. The institutes are patterned after Dr. Shinichi Suzuki’s summer school in 

Japan. Teachers, students and parents participate in music instruction, parent talks, motivation and enjoyment. 

SEMSA offers the Georgia Daniels' scholarship for families who are first time Suzuki Institute attendees.   

The Georgia Daniels' Suzuki Scholarship is offered by SEMSA to help introduce families to Institute.  As such, the 

scholarship is not tied to financial need, is restricted to a one-time award per family, and is only available the first 

time any family member attends Institute. 

 

The process is simple and documented here, but feel free to talk to your SEMSA teacher or Barbara Bartleson 

(bwbartleson@gmail.com) about it as well: 

 

Step 1 - Complete the Scholarship application form and submit it to the contact on the form by June 1st. 

Step 2 - Register and attend a Suzuki Summer Institute 

Step 3 - After attending a Summer Institute, provide the following to SEMSA:  

                     (1) Proof of registration, payment, and attendance 

                     (2) Submit a short article to be published in the SEMSA Newsletter 

Step 4 - The SEMSA Treasurer will mail a $100 check to the scholarship applicants who have met the requirements

Studio Updates 
 

Linda Thompson Violin & Viola Studio 

Where on Earth Did Grandma and Grandpa Come From?    That was the question presented to students and 

parents before the holidays.  So we traveled around the world like ‘Waldo’ and ‘Carmen Sandiego.’ The audience 

followed various groups through Norway, Ireland, Italy and France and on to China and Korea, then to Puerto 

Rico, Costa Rica and Venezuela and Africa.  Even to Kansas for my state song!  To close the program students 

divided into four groups and circled the audience for Shalom to celebrate our heritage. 

 

On March 10, the following students will participate in the Suzuki Association of Minnesota graduation recitals. 

Joe Corrigan – Level 2, CoCo Edogawa – TW, Ellie Elder – TW, Anna Guenther – Level 6, Fabricio Jimenez – TW, 

Federico Jimenez – Level 6, Fernando Jimenez – Level 2, Stephen Lange-Pearson – Level 6,  

Zoë Lange-Pearson – Level  3, Alex Luo – TW, Emma Luo – Level 1 & 2, Sabrina Luu – TW, Etif McIntosh – TW, 

Aaron Mead – Level 6, Evan Peloquin – TW, So-Yeon Smith – TW, Eva Song – TW, Tyler Song –TW,  

Sawyer Thompson – Level 2, Annie Wu – Level 3.   

Congratulations to all. 
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Ángel Falú-García Violin & Viola Studio 

 

For the last year and a half, I’ve had the pleasure of working with some of 

the most awesome kids in town. Moving to Rochester has been one of the 

smartest decisions I’ve ever made. I have been welcomed with open arms 

and have felt nothing short of love since the move.  

The studio is growing and thriving. Everyone seems to be very motivated to 

play. We meet once a week for group class and for recitals, the kids get to 

have a few performances under their belts every year.  

Right now, we are well into our 100 Days Practice Challenge. The price? If 

we all participate, a Pizza Party!!!  The Kids are enjoying their practice time 

as well as their listening materials, and its effects are starting to show. On 

March 18th we’ll have our Spring Solo Recital- I am looking forward to a 

room full of proud parents! And at the end of May, we’ll finish our 2018 

Group Class with our Summer Group Recital.  

We are one crazy group 

of individuals who enjoy 

playing the violin and viola. There’s even a cellist who enjoys 

playing with us too!  From very outgoing to super introverted, 

super tall or on the short side, AFalu StringStudio has every color 

in the spectrum. And it’s Amazing!!! Seeing how it all unravels as 

time goes by, getting to know each other, and having everyone 

collaborating to make beautiful music happen, is one of the 

greatest achievements one can strive for.  

I’m so glad I get to live in Minnesota.  Rochester has turned out 

to be a great community to work with! Although, I could use 

shorter winters every now and then, I want you all to know, 

AFalu StringStudio is here to stay!  
 

  

Spring Solo Recital 2017 

Halloween 2017 

Fall Solo Recital Nov 5th 2017 

few cute kids! 
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SAM Graduation 

There are 8 of my violin students participating in SAM Graduation this year.

Gorman (Level 2), Nora Pristash (Level 1), Evan Schuman (Level 3, 4), Grant Schuman (Level 1, 2), Natalie Tricarico 

(Level 5), Ethan Warrington (Level 3), and Richard Xiong (Level 3, 4

 

Evan, Richard, Ava, and Ethan 

 
 
Aidan Pristash (Eyota, MN) played both a fiddle and 
classroom as part of his star of the week recognition.
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are 8 of my violin students participating in SAM Graduation this year.  Suzanne Gorman (Level 6), Thomas 

Gorman (Level 2), Nora Pristash (Level 1), Evan Schuman (Level 3, 4), Grant Schuman (Level 1, 2), Natalie Tricarico 

3), and Richard Xiong (Level 3, 4). 

SEMYO hosted a special recital on Sunday, 

February 25 at Charter House featuring the 

runners-up from their annual SEMYO Concerto 

Competition. Students performed solo concerto 

movements accompanied by piano.

included: Evan Schuman, Richard Xion

Robertson, and Ethan Warrington (concerto for 4 

violins), Andrei Bancos (clarinet), Hans Xu (violin), 

Michael Hickey (cello), Damien Kim (violin), 

Kesarin Mehta (alto sax), Greta Van Loon (tuba), 

Federico Jimenez (violin), and Aaron Mead 

(violin).  

 

 

h a fiddle and a Suzuki tune for his 
classroom as part of his star of the week recognition.  Go Aidan!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
<<< Suzanne Gorman (DeAnn's student from LaCrosse) 
<<< attended the Dorian Orchestra Festival in Feb at 
<<< Luther College - one of 10 students selected for the 
<<< Intensive Chamber Music as well.
<<< both the chamber music and Orchestra 
<<< left in the picture. 
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Suzanne Gorman (Level 6), Thomas 

Gorman (Level 2), Nora Pristash (Level 1), Evan Schuman (Level 3, 4), Grant Schuman (Level 1, 2), Natalie Tricarico 

SEMYO hosted a special recital on Sunday, 

February 25 at Charter House featuring the 

up from their annual SEMYO Concerto 

Competition. Students performed solo concerto 

movements accompanied by piano.  Performers 

Richard Xiong , Ava 

Robertson, and Ethan Warrington (concerto for 4 

violins), Andrei Bancos (clarinet), Hans Xu (violin), 

Michael Hickey (cello), Damien Kim (violin), 

Kesarin Mehta (alto sax), Greta Van Loon (tuba), 

ico Jimenez (violin), and Aaron Mead 

Suzanne Gorman (DeAnn's student from LaCrosse) 
attended the Dorian Orchestra Festival in Feb at  

one of 10 students selected for the  
sive Chamber Music as well.  Suzanne loved  

c and Orchestra - she is on the 


