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SEMSA Board Outgoing President Letter 
 
Dear SEMSA Parents, 
Summer is a time of year when schedules can seem to go 
out the door. As you and your family enjoy the long, warm 
days of summer, be sure to set aside time for your 
musicians to practice. This can be especially hard while 
travelling and playing in the sun, but do be sure to keep 
the music in their hearts, heads, and hands throughout 
the summer. If your teachers offer summer lessons, be 
sure to sign up! 
As the outgoing president of SEMSA, I want to express my 
gratitude to this fine organization. It is heartwarming to 
see our teachers, volunteers, and parents come together 
to make Suzuki group lessons and enrichment programs 
happen. By the time that a friend asked me to join the 
SEMSA board as Secretary, we had already been members 
for years. Serving on the board has deepened my ties to 
the community, benefited my family and studio, and 
introduced me to some excellent people whom I may 
otherwise never have come to known beyond passing.  
Our incoming president, Sherry Jester, is an experienced 
member and as dedicated a person as you could meet. If 
ever you are asked to step up, I encourage you to take the 
invitation. 
Have a wonderful summer. 
Tim O'Neill    
 

SEMSA Calendar 

2018 dates 

August 18, 2:00 Kaleidoscope of Jazz (see page 4) 
October 26-27:  Gasshuku 2018 at Eagle Bluff 
     Environmental Learning Center in Lanesboro, MN 
 

SEMSA Board Incoming President Letter 
 
As incoming SEMSA President, I’d like to welcome you all 
to another year of music enrichment. This year will be 
another Gasshuku year where master clinicians teach our 
children and parents in a new environment mixed with 
nature classes at Eagle Bluff. This year’s theme will focus 
on renewal, review, and rejuvenation.  
 
This is my third time serving as SEMSA President and 
although I enjoy this role, it is evidence of our need for 
more volunteers to run this organization. Due to the lack 
of volunteers to take on vital roles, the SEMSA board has 
decided to hire two individuals sharing one role to take 
care of some administrative functions. These individuals 
have a long history with our organization, Judy Hickey, 
and Lynela Becker. Due to the need to hire help, there will 
likely be a moderate increase in SEMSA dues. Our hope is 
that this is a temporary solution to a temporary problem 
and that we will find more volunteers within our 
membership to replace these administrators and reduce 
fees in future years. Our fees cover rental of space for 
group lessons and recitals, accompanist fees, and a 
modest wage for our group lesson teachers. In my past 11 
years as a SEMSA member, I have felt that the dues we 
pay are a good value for the benefits we receive as 
compared to other activities we pay for. I hope you feel 
the same.  

Welcome again, and I look forward to another great year 
of SEMSA with you! 
Sherry Jester 

SEMSA President 2018-19  
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Barbara Bartleson’s final studio recital on 

June 3, 2018 

A Note from Barbara Bartleson on her Retirement 
 
I am retiring from active teaching this spring.  As I look 
back upon my experiences as a parent and teacher I am 
grateful and amazed at all of the things our organization 
has accomplished and continues to provide for teachers 
and families. 
 
Let me remind you what SEMSA has contributed to our 
musical community: 

• Group lessons 

• The “invention” of the Gasshuku  

• Honors Recitals 

• Ensemble Recitals 

• Playing with the Pros (important for teens), in 
cooperation with the Rochester Symphony 
Orchestra 

• Young Musicians of SE MN (non-competitive 
performance opportunities for teens) 

• Performances at Rochesterfest, the Cancer Telethon, 
nursing homes, Mayo Clinic events and community celebrations  

• Commissioning of “Northern Lights”, an ensemble composition by Catherine McMichael, for our 25 
Anniversary Celebration 

• Financial assistance to encourage families to go to an institute for the first time (Georgia Daniels 
Scholarships) 

• Continuing education grants up to $1000 for active SEMSA teachers  

• Newsletters 

• Website 

• An active Board to organize SEMSA activities such as pizza parties and potluck dinners 

• Grant writing to keep SEMSA membership and fees as low as possible 

• Friendships that last beyond our children’s involvement in music lessons 
 
These things would never have happened without the strong community of teachers and families that SEMSA has 
built.  
 
I offer my profound gratitude to all of the people, especially to the members of SEMSA, who have contributed to 
my teaching success.  
 
 

Editor’s note:  Various members of my family have had lessons with Barbara Bartleson for the past 17 years.   As a 

simple summary, she is the best!  I speak for the entire SEMSA organization when I say THANK YOU to Barbara for 

all her years of dedication to her students, her families, and to the SEMSA organization. 
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The F in Fiddling Means Fun 
By Tom Burket 
 
It’s probably true that some kids know at an early age they want to be fiddlers. For 
most, though, it seems more likely they grow into it. What does it take to do that? 
The Wimmer Burket experience strongly suggests at least one secret ingredient, 
which for Mina and Charlie is readily available at hometown grocery stores and 
faraway truckstops. Yes, that’s right, Sour Patch Kids got us to where we’re at today. 
 
In all seriousness, there’s a lot of truth to this idea. We have been fortunate in every way on this journey, starting 
with a great teacher and an excellent methodology for learning. We’re lucky to have an annual old-time music 
festival just down the road in Lanesboro, and we’re truly blessed to have had so many friends and acquaintances 
to play with. We’ve traveled to West Virginia and Wisconsin for festivals. But in the end, playing music of any kind 
has to be fun in order to put in the time it takes to keep getting better. And Sour Patch Kids are a fun bonus that 
makes a practice session or festival just a little bit more enjoyable. 
 
Noteworthy as well is the fact that the Suzuki program itself is structured for fun. Who among us labored as kid 
playing piano lessons one-on-one with a teacher and never once played with someone our own age, except 
maybe at an annual recital that was completely nerve wracking because, once again, we’re playing by ourselves. 
 
That’s not how Suzuki works, and I am truly grateful. There are studio recitals, group lessons, ensemble events, 
Gasshuku, pizza parties, summer camps and public events around town. All of this along with a proven 
methodology and skilled instruction gives young musicians a chance to learn because they’re having fun while 
they’re doing it. 

 
 
Have we had fun fiddling? Absolutely. 

 

 Here’s a shot from 2013, just sitting  
around playing on a sunny summer Saturday. 

 
    And here’s one from a few weeks ago at the 
    2018 Bluff Country Gathering in Lanesboro  
    right before we went on stage to perform.→ 
 

 
 Here’s a backstage shot from the 2017 Appalachian Stringband Festival in 
Clifftop, West Virginia while we were waiting to compete. Were we nervous? Sure, 
but both the Bluff Country Gathering and Clifftop are some of the most fun 
experiences we’ve had. 
 
Smiles, smirks and Sour Patch Kids. That’s our fuel for the journey. 
 
We’re the Young & Old-Timers, this is our story and we’re sticking to it. See us at the 

Rochester farmers market on June 23rd and June 30th. 
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SEMSA News Items 
 

Rochester Group to Perform at Rochesterfest on June 21 

SEMSA students and fiddling students will rehearse simultaneously according to level on Thursday, June 21, 10:00 
at Zumbro Lutheran Church.  Performance will be at 11:30 for fiddlers and 12:00 or 12:15 for SEMSA.  We will be 
done by 1:00 at the latest. 

Twinkle Variations and Theme 

Country Dance  - Weber 

Gavotte   ~   Rameau   

Concerto in A minor, Allegro   ~   Vivaldi 

Humoresque  -  Dvorak 

Gavotte in G minor   ~   Bach 

Minuet in G   ~   Beethoven 

Theme from Witches’ Dance   ~   Paganini 

The Two Grenadiers   ~   Schumann 

Musette   ~   Bach 

Andantino   ~   Suzuki 

Allegretto   ~   Suzuki 

Allegro   ~   Suzuki 

Song of the Wind   ~   Folk Tune 

Several SEMSA Teachers Attend SAA Conference Over Memorial Day Weekend 

Barbara Bartleson, Ángel Falú, Carolyn Mead, and Linda Thompson attended the 18th Biennial Conference for the 
Suzuki Association of the Americas in Minneapolis over the Memorial Day weekend (for details see 
https://suzukiassociation.org/conference2018/).  Presentations from master teachers and students filled each day 
with a variety of music and topics. 
 

Kaleidoscope of Jazz, August 18th 2pm, Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
By Christopher Alexander 
 

"Kaleidoscope of Jazz" is a unique showcase of musical collaborations celebrating the diverse expressions of music 
jazz has to offer. Featuring talented artists Christopher Alexander, Aaron Anderson, Alex Hemmer, Matt Harikian, 
Irissa Ryant, Andrew Tomten, and more, "Kaleidoscope of Jazz" will include piano collaborations with six 
instruments.  
 
Please join for a late-summer afternoon of jazz music and talent - this concert is free and open to the public! 
 
"This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Southeastern Minnesota Arts 
Council thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts & cultural heritage fund." 

Studio Updates 

Linda Thompson Violin & Viola Studio 

A spring recital in early May showed the fine results of practice and polish through the past school year. 
However, that was not the end of the season.  Several Book 2 students performed at Mayo Clinic for the 
Children’s Garden Celebration on June 1.  The next day ensembles from the studio took their music to Madonna 
Meadows residents who thoroughly enjoyed the variety of music and the student performances. 
Anna Guenther, Federico Jimenez and Aaron Mead are the three graduating seniors this year. Each expects to 
continue participation in musical activities as they enter college with different majors. 
 
During the summer a variety of music will change things up for students and parents as they stretch beyond the 
regular technical and repertoire assignments. 
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DeAnn Spencer Violin Studio 

My studio had a recital in March with the theme of "Music 
Around the World".  I have students from 11 different 
countries and they shared music, dance and games from many 
parts of the globe.  Most of the students and their families also 
wore costumes from their countries of birth.  We ended the 
program with everyone playing "Orange Blossom Special" - a 
crowd pleaser!  Afterwards we had an international buffet for 
dinner.  It was an 
afternoon and 
evening to 
remember. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Above: Olivia Haddock plays Csardas 

Right: Niloufar Tabatabaei 

Below: Evan and Grant Schuman 

Above: Mike and 

Niloufar Wilson family 

Below: Cherie 

Sekiguchi & Ayano 

Ebihara 

Below left: Mexican Hat Dance 

Below center: Robertson family playing Scottish music 

Below right: Arman Wilson 

Right: 

Arman and 

Arsalan 

Wilson 
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DeAnn Spencer Violin Studio (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Ethan Warrington, Evan Schuman, Rachel Rho, and Connor 
Osborn played at Mayowood Mansion for a retirement party. 

Below: Ethan Warrington, Evan Schuman, Richard Xiong, and Hans Xu 
performed the "Vivaldi Concerto for 4 Violins" with Friedell Middle School 
Orchestra for their spring concert.  They also performed this piece at the 
Mayo Children's Garden Celebration 

Above:  Anna McGeeney in 

Alice in Wonderland 

 

A Side Benefit to the Suzuki Method 
By Anna McGeeney 
This spring I was cast as Alice in Mayo High School’s production of Alice in Wonderland. It was a challenging yet 
incredible experience I’ll never forget. The play was about two hours long, and my biggest break offstage was about 
a minute and a half. This meant I had a lot of memorizing to do, and that’s where my background in Suzuki came in 
handy. I know how valuable listening is to the memorization process, and so I made recordings of all of my lines and 
listened to it every night before bed. I think had it not been for my time with the Suzuki method, I would’ve had a 
much more difficult time with my role. It was a super fun experience and one that I will never forget! I’ll probably 
remember those lines forever just like most of my violin pieces. 


